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Revolt in Hungary

It seems a pity that recent
activities yri ilungary have dis
tracted many from a clear rec
ogrition of the semanti uice
ties at issuc Happtly. the en
tire world. with the sole excen-
tiens of Russia and ihongary.
- alized alt along thal o was
p.» more than a war of words

Those of us with a prop
respect for the nuances =i ian
guage were simply rnchaated
with Ambassador Lodge's last
minute substitution of vle weid
~ecandemns’ {or “depiores” in
describing Russia's <iaungiter
jng of Hungaran cialans
Only the Hungarians, doggedly
attacking Russian twnihs woth
wnall arms, failed teoa oprear
ate the- devastating cfiect of
that verha! bumbshell

And what a masterpies e S as
tite United Swates vesolution
calling on the Russians 1o withe
draw atl troops from Hungay’
The fact that theve was not
the remotest likelihond o0 com-
pi ance  puzrled many who
Aissed the vital potro that
these were words for {1, ~aRe
of words. Certainty th Hun
garian grandmotiter. moarning
hér dead hushawd and =ons
could nat understand tins <ab-
tlety; it 18 too deep fm the
peasant mentality

That ignorant wamsn  had
probably never eyven heard of
Roherts” Rules a, Order and se
could not derive your true con-
noisseur's satisfaction from the
request . that representatives
be named “to avestigate. the
situation and make rocommen
dations.” How <pieadidiv that
rings' The wards are -a< TIgny

All in all it has beew a glo
rious victory {or our siie We
have proved 1o ‘o~ Kussians
beyond the shados of & doubt
that we wil' diier aggression
with every phiase v o ean mus-

ter. The u=sta. Knowing
that they are v vatep for us
oratoricallv, do, ot Ao Ary
to  compete Uoead when
faced with a .+ ¢, “rat'e s1tua
tion in Favpr 1toe verely let

it he know= @ oag e b arm

the Arabs and send in “volun-
teer” troops of their own. This
readiness to resort to violence
testifies to a regrettable weak-
ness of character and shows
that they are not really in com-
mand of the situation. Our mag-
nificent self<control, which er-
ables us to stand by while a
<mall nation is systematically
nludzeoned to death, shines all
the brighter by comparfson.
The facts are unpleasant, but
we must face them and admit
that the Hungarians have been
auilty of lamentable gaucherie.
They lstened to Radio Free
Furope; they read the pam-
phlets our balioons showered
on them: they paid attention to
our repealed protestations thal
at! nations should be free,
that enslaved nations should
rise up and put down the ty-
rants. The awful shame is that
they took all this seriously and
expected that words would be
backed up by action. They
should have known that this
was all just a word game.
Therefore, when they are
bombed and shot down, when

their dead bodies are used as -

public ornaments, when their
military leaders are perfidi-
ously scized. and when their
government is lquidated and
their officlals murdered, they
have only themselves to blame.
The fault lies in their deplor-
able tactiessness in confusing
words with the things they
stand for.

We have always known that
the pen is mightier than the
sward. Now we know also that
the airy heights of rhetoric are
more comfortable than the
vrink of war. If only the Hun-
garians had grasped this sim-
ple fact and called for words
rather than arms! Their expec-
tations would then have been
beilliantly realized and they
reed not have felt betrayed and
tieserted in thelr time of des-
narate need.
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